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Proclamation 6081 of December 5, 1989
National Cities Fight Back Against Drugs Week, 1989

By the President of the United States of America
A Praclamation

The frightening consequences of drug trafficking and illicit drug use can
be witnessed in communities throughout the United States—in troubled
schools, in neighborhoods scarred by violence, and in overburdened
hospitals, social service programs, and law enforcement agencies. All
of us pay the tremendous economic costs of the drug problem, but it
exacts a far greater toll in the number of lives lost and families de-
stroyed. Those costs can never be reclaimed.

While no part of our Nation has been able to avoid the devastating ef-
fects of the traffic and use of illegal drugs, America’s cities—large and
small—bear the brunt of this plague. In far too many of our Nation’s
cities, it is unsafe to walk the streets in certain areas; families take
shelter behind bolted doors and drawn shades; and hospital staffs
struggle to save the lives of infants born addicted to drugs.

Fortunately, however, this terrible problem is not going unchallenged.
In every area of the country, cities are fighting back. Today, concerned
residents of our Nation’s cities are working together to regain control of
their streets, their parks, their schools, and their lives.

In the finest tradition of democratic government and voluntary associa-
tion, individual citizens are standing shoulder to shoulder with local
authorities as they confront the merchants of death who deal drugs.
They are marching in the streets, asserting their right to live without
fear in secure homes and neighborhoods, and they are voting for lead-
ers who will be tough on crime. They are also remaining vigilant
against suspicious activity in their communities while encouraging
young people to resist the temptation to try drugs. These determined
men and women are behaving as responsible citizens in a free and just
society by working closely with their local representatives and law en-
forcement agencies.

Ultimately, it is the actions of concerned Americans that will win the
war on drugs. The American people will prevail in this fight because
the small percentage of persons who currently buy and sell drugs must
one day recognize and accept the morally just stance of the vast major-
ity who do not. This week, we salute those Americans in cities all
across our Nation who are serving as full partners in this all-important
campaign. They are helping to build a better future for our Nation—a
future that is drug-free.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 205, has designated the week
of December 3 through December 9, 1989, as “National Cities Fight
Back Against Drugs Week” and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of December 3 through De-
cember 9, 1989, as National Cities Fight Back Against Drugs Week. I
invite the Governors of the several States, the chief officials of local
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governments, and the people of the United States to observe this week
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and fourteenth.

GEORGE BUSH

Proclamation 6082 of December 10, 1989

Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights
Week, 1989

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness."” With these words, our Nation's Founding Fathers declared
America's independence from Great Britain more than 200 years ago. In
so doing, they asserted the principles that form the fundamental moral
vision of the United States. That vision—which recognizes protection of
the God-given rights of individuals as the only legitimate end of just
government—has inspired the United State's efforts to promote and
defend the cause of freedom around the world. We Americans are
firmly committed to the advancement of freedom and human rights be-
cause we also recognize the inherent relationship between respect for
the worth and dignity of each person and the attainment of genuine
peace and security.

In 1789, our Nation's Founding Fathers enumerated the rights of indi-
viduals in the first ten amendments proposed to our Constitution,
known as the Bill of Rights. James Madison once noted that the idea of
a Bill of Rights was valuable because “political truths declared in that
solemn manner acquire by degrees the character of fundamental
maxims of free government.” Two hundred years later, the principles
enshrined in our Bill of Rights have proved to be not only guiding
tenets of American government, but also a model for the world.

The Bill of Rights guarantees freedom of speech and of the press, as
well as freedom of religion and association; it ensures that no person
shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of
law; and it prohibits unreasonable search and seizure of a person's
home, papers, or possessions. The Bill of Rights also guarantees anyone
accused of a crime the right to a jury trial and defense counsel; the
right to be informed of the charges against him: and protection against
cruel or unusual punishment.

Two hundred years after the Bill of Rights was proposed to the States
by the Congress, we can behold the remarkable influence and pre-
science of our Nation's Founding Fathers. In the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights adopted on December 10, 1948, the United Nations
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